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On June 23, Governor Don Sundquist
signed into law a total revision of Title 33 of
the Tennessee Code Annotated—the area that
governs the delivery of services to
Tennesseans with mental illness, severe
emotional disturbance, developmental
disabilities, and persons who need inpatient

alcohol and/or drug services.
The name of the department changed to

the Department of Mental Health and
Developmental Disabilities on the date the
governor signed Public Chapter 947.  Other
Title 33 revisions are effective March 1,
2001, except for eligibility for developmental

disabilities which is effective March 1, 2002.
This legislation, which unanimously

passed both houses of the legislature, sets the
tone of practice for service delivery for the
future.  Under its provisions, the department
must plan for and promote the availability of
a comprehensive array of high quality
prevention, early intervention, treatment and
rehabilitation services and supports based on
the needs and choices of service recipients
and families served. 

The new law significantly expands the
department’s regulatory authority and the
disabilities eligible for services; requires
providers to meet basic quality standards and

to have conflict resolution procedures; makes
the department more accountable; includes
families and consumers in all aspects of the
planning, developing and monitoring of
service systems; and extends the rights of
service recipients to the total service system. 

It also extends criminal background checks
to mental health provider employees who
have direct contact with or direct
responsibility for service recipients; requires
all mental health providers, that serve people
involuntarily committed to services
(including services for children), to have

In August, Mental Health and
Developmental Disabilities (DMHDD)
Commissioner Elisabeth Rukeyser announced
the Creating Homes Initiative (CHI), a plan
to expand affordable housing options in local
communities for Tennesseans with mental
illness.

Speaking at the welcoming session of the
Community Development 2000 housing
conference in Knoxville, the commissioner
said more than $3 million included in the
2001 state budget and tied to the Creating
Homes Initiatives (CHI), will be used to
provide housing for an estimated 500
individuals with serious mental illness. 

“Many people with mental illness who
could live in the community can’t leave our
mental health institutes or other inpatient
settings because they have no place to go,” she
said.

The commissioner said the plan, developed
by the department’s Office of Housing
Planning and Development, calls for task
forces to be created in local communities.
Each is to include representatives from key

community agencies — funding sources,
foundations, architects and homebuilders,
advocacy groups, service providers, realtors,
and federal, state and local agencies concerned
with housing and community development.

“Our mission is to successfully partner with
local communities to educate, inform and
expand quality, safe, affordable and permanent
housing.  We believe that by working through
these groups, we can combine our allocated
funds with other resources and serve an
increased number of people,” she said.

The plan is to be implemented in two
phases.  Phase one begins in September with
task forces being organized in Chattanooga,
Memphis, Jackson and Nashville.  Phase two,
scheduled to begin in July 2001, includes
Knoxville, Clarksville and Johnson City.

“Our real goal is to change the current
housing situation for people with mental
illness in Tennessee.  Through intention,
strategy and collaboration with the
community, we can create 2005 housing
options by the year, 2005,” she concluded.

Housing Options Planned for Persons with MI
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Major Changes brought about by Passage of New Title 33 Legislation

To review the new legislation, log on the
DMHDD’s website at www.state.tn.us/mental

and click on the Title 33 button.
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